tion, Physician to the Dispensary for Skin Diseases, Glasgow.
So. II.* Catarrhal inflammation of the meatus is very frequently met with, especially in strumous and delicate persons. This state of health is sometimes sufficient to call it forth without the operation of any other apparent cause. Cold, and especially exposure to draughts, is its most frequent determining cause, while the introduction of pins, ear-picks, and other foreign bodies into the ear, not unfrequently proves the exciting cause. The accumulation of hardened wax in the canal may so irritate its walls as to produce inflammation, and polypi of the meatus have also been blamed for calling it forth; but I suspect that in the most of these cases the polypus is called forth by the inflammation, and not the inflammation by the polypus : but more of this hereafter.
I have noticed inflammation of the meatus to be set up in connection with suppurative inflammation of the cavity of the tympanum, and there can be no doubt that in inflammation of that cavity, the meatus is often sympathetically affected.
The following cases give a fair idea of the symptoms and usual course of this disease; but it must be remarked that while the inflammation is readily subdued in the earlier stages, this is by no means the case after it has existed for months or 
